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N

ow is the time to gather the church, to come together for
fellowship, learning and fun, and to celebrate and recommit to our
shared covenant as we converge on Daytona Beach Oct. 12-14 for
the 2017 Annual Gathering of the Florida Conference United
Church of Christ.
The United Church of Christ in Florida is a progressive Christian
movement that represents the great diversity that is the United
Church of Christ. No two congregations are exactly alike, each a
reflection of their individual culture, theology, setting and heritage.
Yet, while we are very different from one another, we are connected
and share in common a love of our neighbors, a concern for stewarding the gift of creation, and a desire to create a just world for all.
This year's theme is "Make Glad the Deeper Waters," and we hope
you will join us, as lay people, musicians and clergy gather to worship,
deliberate, learn, serve and Make Glad together.

Our Florida Conference annual gathering and
corporate meeting are just around the corner.
Where did the time go! I know, a couple weeks of
that time, at least, were devoted to preparing for
Irma, experiencing Irma, and beginning to recover
from Irma. As for me, I was in conversation the
other day with some local pastors, and I had to
have my mind refreshed about when the storm
happened … . Was it last week or two weeks ago?
Just where are we in time right now?
It's been a jarring experience for many. One of the more compelling
stories I've heard, and I've heard it many times, comes from people
who packed a bag of clothes, a box of documents, and walked away
from their homes before the storm. "I wondered if I was saying
goodbye to my house, leaving my home for the last time, losing
everything that I knew was still inside." The stories are varied and
legion, and each story is important.Your story is important.
That's why now, more than ever, we need to come together as the
Florida Conference of the United Church of Christ. We need time to
embrace, to remember, to share, to listen, to pray, and finally to
praise God for the gift of community that is, and will be, a source of
strength for us in times of trouble.
Our theme, "Make Glad the Deeper Waters" might just invite us to
the deeper places in our corporate and personal spirit where pain
live and where healing grows. Our keynote speaker, Molly Baskette,
recently e-mailed me saying, "When the Florida Conference gathers,
I think you all will need an infusion of joy!" I know she will bring it,
and it will be so good to be together as God's people in Florida.
I've been excited for months about the event we've been planning.
Now, I add to that anticipation a layer of faithful solidarity we might
share and the call to mission we might hear that will invite us out of
our personal crisis and into places of deep need in Florida, Puerto
Rico, Texas, and beyond. Please do plan to join us for this important
and key event in our common life. In the meantime … Be at peace
and be in touch, won't you.
Rev. John Vertigan, Conference Minister

The Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 12
SeaBreeze United Church of Christ
Noon-4 p.m. – Professional Ethics Training
6 p.m. – Registration table open
6:30-7:30 p.m. – Reception and Social Gathering
7:30-9 p.m. – “With Music & Justice for All”

Friday, Oct. 13
Hilton Daytona Beach Resort/Ocean Walk Village
8 a.m. – Registration table & exhibits open
9:30-10:30 a.m. – Early Session Workshops
10:30-10:45 a.m. – Break
10:45-11:45 a.m. – Late Session Workshops
Noon-1 p.m. – Lunch
1 p.m. – Call to order, declaration of quorum, opening worship
1:15-2:30 p.m. – Keynote Speaker: Molly Phinney Baskette
2:30 p.m. – Action items (Approve minutes of 2016 Annual
Meeting, adopt rules of order, adopt agenda, appointment of tellers)
2:35 p.m. – Introduction of Conference staff,
2:45 p.m. – Scott Shirai on philanthropy
3 p.m. – Legacy Funds Committee Report
3:15 p.m. – Break
3:30 p.m. – Introduction of action items (WISE resolution,
UCC Bylaws, Nominating Committee and nominations from
the floor)
4 p.m. – Report of the Treasurer and Presentation of 2018 Budget
4:20 p.m. – Three Great Loves presentation
4:30 p.m. – Announcements and introduction of affinity groups
5:30 p.m. – Banquet
8 p.m. – Affinity Groups

Saturday, Oct. 14
SeaBreeze United Church of Christ
8:30 a.m. – Opening prayer
8:35 a.m. – Moderator's Report & Conference Minister’s Address
9:15 a.m. – Townhall Talkback with Conference Minister
9:30 a.m. – Consideration of WISE resolution
9:45 a.m. – Consideration of 2018 Budget
10 a.m. – Consideration of 2018 Nominating Committee Report
10:15 a.m. – Consideration of UCC By-Laws ratification
Motion to adjourn following worship
10:45 a.m. – Break
11 a.m. – Closing Worship Service
Adjourn
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The Reception

“With Music and Justice for All”

S

outhern author Frye Gaillard and award-winning Nashville
recording artist Anne E. DeChant will be our special guests at
the reception for the 2017 Annual Gathering Thursday, Oct. 12,
at Seabreeze United Church of Christ in Daytona Beach.
The evening will start at 6:30 p.m. with an assortment of heavy
appetizers and drinks, free to those registered for the 2017
Annual Gathering and members of the host church. After that,
Gaillard and DeChant will team up for a unique program of
stories and song entitled "With Music and Justice for All".
Gaillard will present brief readings from his works, setting the
context for an acoustic performance of original songs by
DeChant.
These two writers have performed together — and with other
recording artists — at such diverse venues as the Southern
Festival of Books, Belmont University and the Bluebird Café in

The KEYNOTE SPEAKER

M

olly Phinney Baskette
is, in no particular order, a
mother, spouse, recovering
workaholic, cancer survivor,
adventurous home cook. Oh,
and she recently traded
blizzards for earthquakes in
moving from Boston,
Massachusetts, to be First
Church Berkeley’s newly
minted senior minister.
The ministry bug bit Molly at
progressive-Christian church
camp when she a nerdy
teenager, and she has
worked for God for a living
ever since, in a wide variety

of settings: Mexican orphanages; large, quiet suburban
Anglo churches where the
median age was 65; less-quiet urban multiracial churches where the median age
was 9; and most recently,
First Church Somerville, in
Somerville, Massachusetts.
She takes the Bible seriously,
but herself, not so much. She
loves Jesus and really does
believe he is “God with skin
on” but is not above fighting
with him in the back seat of
the car like you would any
true sibling.
She writes books to fill gaps

Nashville, Kimbro's Pickin' Parlor in Franklin, TN, the University
of South Alabama in Mobile, Auburn University, Moonlight on the
Mountain in Birmingham, the Evening Muse in Charlotte, the
Barking Spider in Cleveland, the W.C. Handy Music Festival, numerous public libraries, and the Hank Williams Boyhood Home and
Museum.
Even if you can't join us for the 2017 Annual Gathering, we hope to
see you at what's bound to be a fantastic kick-off event for our
annual meeting. There is no cost to attend the show, but we will
take a free will offering following the performance.
For more information on "With Music and Justice for All" and a
small sample of the performance, please click here.

in the progressive Christian
canon: so far, a book about
church renewal (Real Good
Church: How Our Church
Came Back from the Dead
and Yours Can Too), a book
about how fun it is to
publicly confess our sins
(Standing Naked Before God:
The Art of Public Confession),
two grief workbooks for
children and, coming soon,
the anti-Dr. Dobson, for
parents who want to raise
their kids with a different
kind of Christian spirituality
that is also grounded in
good science.
She is a cancer survivor and
is now at work on a memoir
of faith and survivorship.

Molly serves as a senior
consultant for the Center for
Progressive Renewal. She
lives in Alameda with her
husband and two children,
where she loves to march in
the streets, bike the shore, or
read in the hammock,
depending on God’s agenda.
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The Workshops

Friday, Oct. 13, Early session, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Hilton Daytona Beach Resort / Ocean Walk Village

Social Justice: Tactics and Techniques for a
Post-Modern Church

Bricks to Mission: Ministry Potential in Your
Church Building

Rev. Andy Bachman, Minister for Education,
Outreach and Justice at the United Church of
Gainesville
Room: Hallifax A

Chuck Hollingsworth, VP and Chief Lending Officer,
the UCC Cornerstone Fund, and Susan Mitchell,
Associate Director, Strategic Initiatives, UCC
Church Building and Loan Fund
Room : Tomoka A

What does it look like to “do” justice work in the
post-modern era? New generations of churchgoers are
looking to be engaged in ways that go beyond simple
acts of service on a Sunday afternoon, but knowing
where to start and how to sustain the work of justice
can be a challenge. Join Andy Bachmann for three solid
tips and techniques for engaging in faith-based work that
addresses systemic issues of injustice affecting our
communities.

A conversation about unexplored and hidden ministry
potential in your church building and property, and the
process to transform it for mission and positive
community impact.
Becoming WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive,
Supportive Engaging) for Mental Health
Rev. Judy Johnson

Called to Troubled Waters: Faith in the
Public Square
Sandy Sorensen, Director of the UCC Justice and
Witness Ministries Washington, D.C., Office
Room : Hallifax B
What does it mean to be faithful and politically engaged?
Is it possible to do both? This workshop will explore the
unique role of faith-centered justice advocates in
working for change in our common life. We will explore
some of the current political realities that call us to
faithful action on a local and national level, and how you
can find your voice and make a difference.
Real Good Church for Millennials, Young
Families and True Elders
Rev. Molly Phinney Baskette

Room: Hallifax C

How do we get those notoriously shy unicorns (aka
millennials and young families) to show up and stay in
church? We’ll talk about the culture of these two overlapping groups, as well as strategies to find them in their
natural habitats, welcome and integrate them all the way
into the fellowship and leadership of the church, which
will change all of our churches for the better.

Room : Tomoka B

The Silence about mental illness is profound. One in four
people in the United States experiences a mental health
challenge/illness/addiction every year. One in 17 experiences a severe mental illness. The people of our congregations are included in these statistics, as are the leaders
and pastors of our churches. Why, then, are we so silent
about mental Illness? The stigma and lack of information
surrounding mental illness is palpable for everyone,
including us as church people. It is time we confront our
fears and talk out loud about mental health issues. Join
us as we explore the UCC Mental Health Network’s
response to the opportunities of ministering to persons
with mental health challenges through Becoming WISE
(Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaging) for Mental
Health.
Music through a Blender
Kevin Harris, Music Minister, Windermere Union
Church
Room : Tomoka C
A time where leaders can come together to help
determine how to bring God delight through music with
the music team in any size church. There will be examples of how to engage congregants to participate, as well
as tools and resources to delight God in worship with
both hymns and praise songs.
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The Workshops

Friday, Oct. 13, Late session, 10:45-11:45 a.m.
Hilton Daytona Beach Resort / Ocean Walk Village

Social Justice: Tactics and Techniques for a
Post-Modern Church

Bricks to Mission: Ministry Potential in Your
Church Building

Rev. Andy Bachman, Minister for Education,
Outreach and Justice at the United Church of
Gainesville
Room: Hallifax A

Chuck Hollingsworth, VP and Chief Lending Officer,
the UCC Cornerstone Fund, and Susan Mitchell,
Associate Director, Strategic Initiatives, UCC
Church Building and Loan Fund
Room : Tomoka A

What does it look like to “do” justice work in the
post-modern era? New generations of churchgoers are
looking to be engaged in ways that go beyond simple
acts of service on a Sunday afternoon, but knowing
where to start and how to sustain the work of justice
can be a challenge. Join Andy Bachmann for three solid
tips and techniques for engaging in faith-based work that
addresses systemic issues of injustice affecting our
communities.

A conversation about unexplored and hidden ministry
potential in your church building and property, and the
process to transform it for mission and positive
community impact.
Becoming WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive,
Supportive Engaging) for Mental Health
Rev. Judy Johnson

Called to Troubled Waters: Faith in the
Public Square
Sandy Sorensen, Director of the UCC Justice and
Witness Ministries Washington, D.C., Office
Room : Hallifax B
What does it mean to be faithful and politically engaged?
Is it possible to do both? This workshop will explore the
unique role of faith-centered justice advocates in
working for change in our common life. We will explore
some of the current political realities that call us to
faithful action on a local and national level, and how you
can find your voice and make a difference.
Standing Naked Before God: Progressive
Testimony as Church Renewal Strategy
Rev. Molly Phinney Baskette

Room: Hallifax C

Confession is not just for Catholics anymore. Both First
Church Somerville (MA) UCC and First Church Berkeley (CA) UCC have enjoyed extraordinary growth and
depth as a result of their public practice of testimony.
We'll explore the nature and purpose of "vulnerability as
strength" in our culture and in our churches, enjoy the
testimonies of brave souls willing to practice this for us,
and begin to workshop testimonies of our own.

Room : Tomoka B

The Silence about mental illness is profound. One in four
people in the United States experiences a mental health
challenge/illness/addiction every year. One in 17 experiences a severe mental illness. The people of our congregations are included in these statistics, as are the leaders
and pastors of our churches. Why, then, are we so silent
about mental Illness? The stigma and lack of information
surrounding mental illness is palpable for everyone,
including us as church people. It is time we confront our
fears and talk out loud about mental health issues. Join
us as we explore the UCC Mental Health Network’s
response to the opportunities of ministering to persons
with mental health challenges through Becoming WISE
(Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaging) for Mental
Health.
Giving Made Fun
Jennifer Brewer

Room : Tomoka C

A program for churches designed to increase: Annual
giving, Congregational engagement and attendance and
Community support and outreach.
Giving Made Fun, simply said, encourages Churches and
Congregants to bring joy to giving for Stewardship and
special events
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The Exhibits

AFFINITY GROUPS

Friday, Oct. 13, all day

Friday, Oct. 13, 8 p.m.

Foyer outside of meeting rooms
Hilton Daytona Beach Resort / Ocean Walk Village

Locations to be announced
Hilton Daytona Beach Resort / Ocean Walk Village

Ten Thousand Villages
(Fair Trade Handmade Gifts & Crafts)
Global Ministries
Human Trafficking
Coalition of Immokalee Workers / Fair Food Alliance
Mental Health / WISE
Florida Conference Disaster Ministries
Insurance Board
UCC Financial Ministries
Molly Phinney Baskette Books
Say Yes to Second Chances – Voting Rights Restoration
UCC Justice & Witness Ministries

Human Trafficking
A Gospel Pilgramage: My Clergy Sabbatical
Mental Health / WISE
Small Church Challenges
Social Media
Moderators / Church Council Chairs
Caribbean Initiative (Global Ministries)
Justice & Witness Ministries
Additional pop-ups as requested

Welcome to Daytona Beach

D

aytona Beach is historically known for its beach,
where the hard-packed sand allows motorized vehicles to
drive on the beach in restricted areas. This hard-packed
sand made Daytona Beach a mecca for motorsports, and
the old Daytona Beach Road Course hosted races for
more than 50 years. This was replaced in 1959 by Daytona
International Speedway. The city is also the headquarters
for NASCAR.
Daytona Beach hosts large groups of out-of-towners that
descend upon the city for various events, notably Speedweeks in early February, when more than 200,000
NASCAR fans come to attend the season-opening
Daytona 500. Other events include the NASCAR Coke
Zero 400 race in July, Bike Week in early March,
Biketoberfest in late October, and the 24 Hours of
Daytona endurance race in January.
For more information on Daytona Beach and things to do
and see in the area, check out the 2017 Daytona Beach

Visitors Guide from the Daytona Beach Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau at https://user-80166381.cld.bz/2017-Official-Daytona-Beach-Area-Visitors-Guide.
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The VENUES

T

he host church for the
2017 Annual
Gathering of the Florida
Conference is Seabreeze
United Church of Christ.
The historic church is
located just a few blocks
north and west of the Hilton
Daytona Beach Resort /
Ocean Walk Village. By car, it
takes about five minutes to
get from the resort to the
church. Walking takes about
10 minutes.
If you’re driving to the
church and using popular
navigation apps, it’s very easy

Seabreeze United Church of Christ
501 N. Wild Olive Ave., Daytona Beach, FL 32118 – (386) 252-6314
to pass the entrance to the
church parking lot.
As you get close to Wild
Olive Drive on Oakridge
Boulevard, which is one way,

Hilton Daytona Beach Resort/Ocean Walk Village
100 N. Atlantic Ave., Daytona Beach – (386) 254-8200

H
ilton Daytona Beach Resort / Ocean Walk Village is on the
most famous beach in the world and is at the center of Ocean
Walk Village, a billion dollar area in Daytona Beach known for
great entertainment and oceanside fun.
The resort has two sections, the North and South Towers.
Check-in and registration is in the South Tower, as are all the
meeting rooms for the 2017 Annual Gathering and guest
rooms for those who purchased rooms through our registration form. Once you’ve checked in, parking is in the lot behind
the Hog Heaven Bar-B-Q. Our discounted cost is $8 daily.

keep an eye out for the
church sign. When you see
the sign, turn left into the
small part of the church
parking lot just before the
sign.

The church lot only has
about 50 spaces.You may
also park legally on nearby
streets or in the back of the
Raymond James lot adjacent
to the church lot.

Hilton Garden Inn Daytona Beach Oceanfront
2560 N. Atlantic Ave., Daytona Beach – (386) 265-0501

Tmileshe north
new Hilton Garden Inn Daytona Beach Oceanfront is 2.6
of the Hilton Daytona Beach Resort. It features
private balconies overlooking the Atlantic Ocean and beach.
Rooms include free self-parking and wifi, and breakfast for one
is included. When you drive to the Hilton Daytona Beach
Resort for Friday’s meetings, the least expensive parking is in
the public garage just north of the Ocean Center and across
the street from the Hilton. The address is 711 Earl St., Daytona
Beach, FL 32118. Cost is $2 per hour or $8 for the day.
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Parking

t

he least expensive public parking near the Hilton Daytona Beach Resort / Ocean Walk Village is in the public
garage just north of the Ocean Center and across the street from the Hilton. The address is 711 Earl St., Daytona Beach, FL 32118. Cost is $2 per hour or $8 for the day.
For those staying at the Hilton Daytona Beach Resort / Ocean Walk Village, self-parking for $8 is included in the
room rate. The lot is across the street from the South Tower behind Hog Heaven Bar-B-Q.
Parking at SeaBreeze United Church of Christ is extremely limited. The church lot only has about 50 parking
spaces. However, you may park legally in nearby streets or in the back section of the parking lot for Raymond
James, which backs up against the church parking lot.

